
World History 2017-2018 Syllabus 

Teacher: Ms. Beauchamp 

Email: ebeauchamp@bham.k12.al.us 

Cell Phone: (205) 821-5291 

Welcome to 8th grade World History with Ms. Beauchamp! The following information is intended to help you 
be successful in class and ensure that we have a positive year together. Please read it carefully and keep it in 
the front of your notebook at all times.  

Classroom Constitution: 
Your Rights: Your rights in this class are listed below.  It is the duty of you, your family, your teacher and 
your principal to see that all your rights are met each day. 

● You have the right to learn in a safe and orderly environment. 
● You have the right to be treated with respect. 
● You have the right to learn every single day. 
● You have the right to extra help from your teacher if needed. 

 
Your Responsibilities/Expectations: With every right comes responsibility. Your responsibilities in this class 
are listed below.  It is your duty and yours alone, to ensure that you fulfill your responsibilities in this 
classroom.  If you fail to fulfill your responsibilities, consequences will result.  

1. Be Respectful 
● Show respect to EVERYONE (Ms. Beauchamp, classmates, substitutes, administrators, teachers, 

yourself).  How you act towards a person conveys just as much meaning as what you say.  
Respect yourself by treating others with respect. 

● Be Prompt.  Arrive on time to class. Arriving to class on time is a sign of respect to your teacher 
and your classmates. If you are tardy, (tardy = walking in class after bell begins to ring), you must 
bring an excused pass to enter the room. If you do not have a pass you will receive an unexcused 
tardy and lose participating points for the day.  

● Keep the classroom clean.  We will show respect by keeping the classroom neat and free of trash.  
Do not launch your trash into the trashcan from 10 feet away.  The scholar next to you does not 
want to pick up your trash if you miss.  Even if you have superb basketball skills and never miss a 
shot, throwing from more than 1 foot away is distracting to others in the class.  

● Use appropriate language and complete sentences.  Using inappropriate language is a sign of 
ignorance and that will not be tolerated in this classroom.  When speaking or writing in class, you 
are expected to use complete sentences.  Doing so will help you to better develop and organize 
your thoughts. 

● Keep food and drink outside of class.  Do not bring food and drinks into the classroom.  If you 
bring them into the classroom, do not have them out on your desk (unless you want them to be 
thrown away).  The only exception is a bottle of water that you may keep on your desk.   

2. Be Prepared 
● Bring supplies every day and be organized.  Come to class every day with both notebooks and pen 

or pencil.  If you are missing materials or need to sharpen your pencil, take care of this before the 
class check in is completed.  Interrupting class to ask for something you are missing or not 



participating in class because of something you are missing will result in the loss of daily 
participation grade.   

● Stay busy. A significant part of your grade in this class will be from assignments completed during 
class, so it is essential that you do the work when you are instructed.  If you finish a quiz, test, or 
assignment early, you may read, draw, write, or complete extra credit assignments. 

● Do EVERYTHING you are asked to do EVERYDAY. This includes answering questions, following 
instructions from the teacher, and practicing the procedures for the classroom. 

● Stay alert in class. Ask questions and be an active participant in your learning experience. While 
all classes are important, working on other course assignments during History may result in loss 
of points in History and your work will be confiscated.  

3. Be Engaged   
● Ask questions when you are confused. Take the risk of answering a question even if you are not 

sure. Since this classroom is respectful and we are all taking risks, we will all be supportive of each 
other.  

● Consider another point of view. One of the most important parts of History is considering other 
points of view. You do not have to accept them, but you do have to consider them. Listen 
respectfully to other classmates when their share their point of view and respectfully share your 
point of view.  

4. Be A Teammate 
● Share ideas. When working with a partner or in groups share ideas and collaborate on answers. 

This does not mean one person writes down the answer and others copy. It means there is active 
engagement by all scholars to share ideas and opinions.  

● Deal with missed work outside of class.  Should you miss a class, DO NOT ask Ms. Beauchamp during 
class about the missed assignments and notes.  You should check the class binder/missing person’s folder 
for missing work either before or after school or if you finish an activity early. 

5. Be an OWM TIGER 
● Be honest.  No matter what the circumstances, always be honest.  Even if you have done something wrong, 

it is best to admit it to Ms. Beauchamp because she will respect that.  Sometimes Ms. Beauchamp may 
even forget the disciplinary action because of your honesty. 

● Be the best person you can be.  Everyday is an opportunity to learn something new that could change your 
life.  In order to learn, you have to be ready to do your best every single day in every class.  You have to be 
willing to fail and to learn from your mistakes.  You have to be open to each lesson and to the ideas of your 
classmates.  You have to do the finest work of which you are capable.  And you absolutely need to ask for 
help when you are struggling.  If you do all of these things, you will have an AMAZING year.      

 
Plan B: If you choose to not follow our classroom constitution, one or more of the following will result.   

1. Verbal reminder of the expectations  (1st warning) 

2. Lose participation point for the day and scholar/teacher conference after class (2nd warning)  

3. Call home. Get parents advice. (3rd warning)  

4. Conference with teachers, administration, coaches, parents. (4th warning)  

● Severity clause: Teacher has the discretion to remove scholar from class for severe breaches of class 
expectations or school rules—including a written referral to Ms. Davis. 

● Keep Small Problems Small:  People make mistakes. The trick is learning from them. I will correct your 
mistakes with the goal of ensuring a healthy classroom environment. When I correct you there is a purpose 



behind it. When I correct you I want you to move on and keep those small problems small. Because you make 
a mistake I will not hate you, I’m correcting you because you can be better. 

Shout Out Points system: Scholars will get a shout out from teacher or peers if they are seen following the classroom 
constitution.  

o Shout Outs from teachers and peers to motivate and reinforce our classroom constitution above  

! Every time a scholar receives a shout out we will “shine” the scholar. (Spirit fingers toward the scholar 
who is getting the shout out)  

! Once a scholar gets 5 shout outs they will get a star on the shout out board.  

o Rewards:  
! If you get on the shout out board, you get to choose a reward. (Class DJ during bell ringer for a week, 1 

extra point on a test score, 1 homework pass, lunch with the teacher, Call/letter to parent/coach to 
recognize exemplary behavior) 

! If everyone makes it on the board the class will get a reward. (Free seats, extra reward time, 5 minutes 
of free time, wobble)  

 
Grading Policy:  

Grading Scale    Grading Weights-Breakdown       100%  

• A 90-100    Unit Tests     25% 
• B 80-89    Projects      20%  
• C 79-70    Participation-       20% 
• D 69-65    Classwork-                                        25% 
• F <64     Homework-     10% 

 

Classroom Procedures: 
Entering the Classroom 1. Scholars will wait in the hallway until the teacher opens the door.  

2. Scholars must greet the teacher when walking into the door. (ie. “Good morning 
Ms. Beauchamp”, Handshake, “All in.”) 

3. Scholars should go straight to get interactive notebook and any paper from the 
paper station, then go straight to assigned seat. 

4. Scholars will be expected to take out all materials for the day. (Any homeworks, 
reading, pencil, paper)  

5. Scholars will be expected to put away all distractions when sitting in their desks.  
Interactive Notebook 
organization 

1. All work will go in your interactive notebook.  
2. Write any notes for the day under the heading for the day.  
3. Do any other class work for that day on the same page. 
4. If you need more room you may use the back or go on to the next page.  
5. Do not do more than one day’s work on one page. 

Writing 1. Answer all questions in complete sentences.  
2. When answering in complete sentences restate the question in your answer.  
3. Unless specifically told, you do not need to rewrite the question. 

Group work 1. Teachers will be playing music in the background during partner work and the 
scholars should all be talking quiet enough that everyone can hear the music 
playing in the background. (Voice level 6) 

2. Scholars will be expected to only be discussing the task at hand.  
3. Scholars will be expected to place their hand in the air if you have any questions 

about instructions or the materials  
4. Every scholar should write their own answer to questions. 



5. Do not copy answers, rather discuss and share ideas or collaborate on how to find 
answers. Work together. 

Whole Group Sharing 
Answers 

1. Raise your hand and wait to be called on. 
2. When speaking, speak loudly and clearly so the whole class can hear you.  
3. When listening, keep your eyes on the speaker and listen silently. 

Taking Quizzes/Tests 1. Silently answer the questions. 
2. Keep your eyes on your own paper 
3. When you finish turn your quiz upside down on your desk. 
4. Two separate but neat piles, one for class copy and one for your answer sheet. 

Tardy 1. When the bell rings, the door will be shut and locked. 
2. Must have a pass to enter the room, automatically lose participation points without 

a pass.  
3. Do not disrupt the class.  

Late Work Policy 1. You do not get out of work EVER.  
2. You will lose a letter grade for every day the assignment is late. If an assignment is 

late you STILL must turn it in. 
Cell Phones 1. Unless given explicit permission by teacher no cell phone allowed. 

2. I see it, I take it. End of story. 
3. You can get it back at the end of the day.  

Bathroom 1. Scholars should plan to use the restroom in between classes. 
2. If a scholar has to use the restroom during instruction, the scholar should raise their 

hand and cross their index finger and middle finger to let the teacher know that 
they need to use the restroom. (This process will not disrupt the classroom.) 

3. The teacher will use their discretion as to whether or not it is a good time for the 
scholar to leave the classroom.  

End of Class 1. When I (not the bell) dismiss class I will let the classroom organizer know it’s time 
to check for trash/disorganization.  

2. Classroom organizer will call out any disorganization for y’all to pick up. 
3. Once the classroom organizer gives his/her ok you may leave. 
4. Do not leave before classroom organizer allows otherwise you will have to stay late 

the next day and clean up.  
Absence 1. You should check the class binder/missing person’s folder for missing work either 

before or after school or if you finish an activity early.  
Class Discussions 1. Only one scholar may talk at a time 

2. If you want to share/rebut something raise your hand and wait for the facilitator to 
give their ok. 

3. Speak in complete sentences and always give evidence to support your claim.  
Sharpening pencil 1. Sharpen your pencil before or after class.   

2. If your pencil breaks during class quietly come and trade with me for a sharpened 
pencil.  

3. Only sharpen your pencil when no one (teacher or scholars) are talking to class.   
Throwing away trash 1. You may throw away trash before/after class or during work time.  

2. Place the trash in the bin. Do not throw it. 
 

Academic Dishonest Policy: Cheating on a test or quiz will result in an automatic zero. Plagiarism is NOT 
acceptable. One warning will be given for plagiarism as well as parent contact. You will then be able to 
rewrite the paper for full credit. After that one warning you will receive a zero with no chance to rewrite.  

Growth Mindset in Education: In this classroom we will have a growth mindset. This means that everyone 
can always improve. We all come to the classroom with different strengths and areas of growth. It is my job 
to highlight the areas of strength and help you improve areas of growth. We will set individual goals and 
work tirelessly to achieve those goals.  



Philosophy of Education: I believe all scholars are capable of meaningful learning. The classroom should be a 
collaborative environment where scholars and teachers learn from each other. Education prepares scholars 
to become successful in their lives by developing the skills needed to be a lifelong learner and world changer. 
History is particularly important because it provides scholars with the skills, knowledge and attitudes to be 
responsible, aware and active citizens who are engaged in their communities and world.  

Open Door Policy: I am available to help scholars with anything they need before and after school. You 
should feel free to email me if you have questions or need help.   

Communication Policy: If you are having trouble in my class, need additional help, need an extension on an 
assignment, need to leave class to talk with Ms. Davis, need to see a guidance counselor, or anything else, 
please let me know.  Things come up, and I am very flexible and will most likely be willing to help you out if 
you are regularly meeting classroom expectations.  If you wait until the very last minute I will not be able to 
help you. Seek help immediately; do not wait. 

I look forward to a fantastic year with all of you!  

Parents Name: _____________________________ 

Parents Contact Info: _______________________ 

Parents Signature: __________________________ 

World History to 1500 
Dates  Units/Special Dates 

Aug 10 -1 Aug 4 Classroom Culture and Syllabus 
Aug 14 – Aug 25 Early Humans and Societies  

(Standard 1) 
Aug-28 - Sep 8 Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Kush 

(Standard 2) 
Sep 11 – Sep 15 World Religions (Standard 3) 
Sep 18 – Oct 13  Classic Greece (Standards 3, 4 & 5) 

Oct 12  End of Report Period 1 
Oct 16 – Nov 10 Roman Republic (Standards 6, 3, 7 & 9) 
Nov 13 – Dec 8 Ancient India and China  

(Standards 8, 2 & 3) 
Dec 11 – Dec 15  World Religions (Standard 3)  

Dec 19  End of Reporting Period 2 
 

 


